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Transitivity System Analysis of Methought I
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from Perspective of Systematic Functional
Linguistics
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Abstract

John Milton, a literary giant of 17th-century England, expressed his profound longing and grief for
his deceased wife through dream in his work Methought I Saw My Late Espoused Saint. Systemic
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function-al linguistics believes that language not only creates meaning but is also shaped and in-
fluenced by con-text and culture. The school focuses on the use of language in specific contexts and
emphasizes in-depth analysis of texts. This article approaches Methought I Saw My Late Espoused
Saint from the perspective of systemic functional linguistics, dividing the poem into several units
of meaning and conducting a detailed analysis of its transitivity processes. Through analyses, it
reveals how the poem uses its unique linguistic structure to display the poet’' s emotional world
and his deep remembrance of his deceased wife. This method of analysis not only allows readers
to appreciate the artistic charm of the poem more deeply but also experience Milton' s complex
and sincere emotional expression further. Transitivity system analysis is of great significance for
poetry appreciation; it uncovers the unique value of the emotional connotations of poetry from
linguistic perspective, providing new angles and methods for understanding literary works.
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1. SRS (BTE)

28 « 5RRE (John Milton, 1608—1674) J& 17 AR EMARKMISCER . BURK WA TRRTIE
BEGECERIRE, REEREGKEF CREREDY (ERED) M OiES9) &, Ho CRIRED #FRAE
PERFRZARNEA, GG Re. HTH Gl RO R KRR = R E . b, SRREUAECR
Z W VAT REE S E RO A o EE AL, B RO . AR AU ARIRIZ . SOl
B, AR SRR AR SR A EOR . M — B TR AR Ei85), JEE MR, e
BURBUMAERL T SCRR S, AR DEmERE F B EE, B85 CEIRK, RITRR, FEOHE K.

SRR — AR AT BRI, X = RS IR P o AL, At AR SE T R AR E At MR 2 o RIRERUR)
A E IR « SfEUR, RIRREMALSE 2 £ I AT BRI, EEMNISE MG, ET
el VRS, I H A Rk . =R, ERARZHE AR R R E B EA SN T
I~ T PR/REIA S BB IR 2 5. R —EE T RAMIUESE, RS Mbi+ =51
I « AR RG50S . BT R, IRRBRA B WX A7, HERATHMHEE. AR =
2R, PUBME DRI, EREAEAARK LIV RYT 7, sR/REH A8 S U E, R
IRERA KA RS, 3 1663 4, H/Mb="1S WIS E « HIDREEESE.

(#1-3 (Methought I Saw My Late Espoused Saint) ) A5R/RE-HPUAT RIS —+ =4, HITHK
o R — AL, B ATAUR R AR W T E R R RS 5, SR RATII S B2 )5
RV IRAESR 50 ZE 7 RIS, B TR e, RERs TR AErEilE, N iEAC
SEDYH, WHAEWH, HERsk, HHaiEE, TERAMM LA ERYT. EARE R, FilE
Wi NAEZWAREZHMEBESTHZT, WREBRRETETE. FREET, ST 7TXEinR
i, SR AR BOLIRM IR TR, SRR RE AT O “2 7 XA BUA AL H R, il 2 hoxf T2 R
MRIEMRZFEZNRVIRG ST IR R 5, BEirnisaw, HEaY), ERERE, 2
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2. ERE Al

WA TEARLCR, RETIREUIERETKIE, FROADIREI Y, REE DA K R R D) ReiE
TN SRS . RETIEEE S ¥ & B AL (Hanliday, 1969) #&H 3E S <@, 04 A
RIBFFMWEEEA ., RADEIESFRIATRARGRR, HUTHE WAHSMAMREEHFE LR E
Fr. wALEfR ., 1B 5A = KJCIAE (Meta-functions) , A28 IhEE (ideational function) « AFRI)
fit Cinterpersonal function) FIERSIIAE (textual function) . FLrf, MESIHRERTEHIE S K W2 W {H: 7t
WA, HIES MR RAENEL, AHE T MRS, AR HE S REMIER, WE—
MANBRR RS, IXFE ] AT AZ PR . 1 D RETR IR 15 5 Re i 22 4 A BT i 2 4 2R B
SCEFIEE A BV SO iR . Hodr, MRS DIRe R H AR BLHEE RS, @ SRR R
B NBBNRRAM ST N BE52, KVERE R R IE AN TED STt b g B WRT ] By R ik
oy A R, A S SR REA R ‘2557 M U7 o KRG RGDRIES
= ANEE AR, WA SR TR A AT ORI RGN D) RE

KRG 5T NMIMAEKAT N S 5FME SRR, X HAMT AERE: »idiE. o
SR, RRLRE. 7hEE., SIEdBEAFAESRE. SERUAR, 55 MAEHEAR. Pid R
R, PRRENME, s, Bk 4T WG . 55 A2 5EE “SiEE” (Actor)
R B EM NEA; S22 NSFcn “HAs” (GoaD) o ZfEH—MOZ 118, XAFEIER
DL AT DY), R B AR A H I, OB R SRR . RIS 1O ERE S E A,
Z5E 085 “BHNE " (Senser) FIBIRAIP) “IR”  (Phenomenon) o % ZRIFEFR A2 Sl 9y A~ AN [#]
FWZ AR TR OC R I I FE , SR AL S IEAE 1 OC R I #8734 & 7 (Attributive) F1“ 57 ” (Identifying )
WA, HAHERKRNS 5E N “I4E” (Carrier) Al “JEM”  (Attribute) ,IRFIEFE RIS 5E N
“HORNE” (Identified) A1 “iRAI#FH”  (Identifier) o 47 AR AABES SRS, FI00FFIR . BZ0 .
WA IS, FERSAITAE . AEFEE . xRNSR, 25F KA, W “9TRhE”
(Behaver) , JFHZ5#FEN. 1T ASEN TS REMOES R0, [FREA Y 5RO T 72
IR . Figd Rl RS RE BRI, 5805 “UHE#E” (Sayer). “ZiEE” (Receiver)fll
“UHE N (Verbiage). fA{EIEFRIEHEMAAERIERE, B “AE(EY)” (Existent), & AMAIETFE L0
H—MEED .

3. (BLE) RUERGSH

(#1:22) N4 On His Deceased Wife, MR AT LAG HIX 1 Fr 2R IA I 2L, “Deceased”
—ii e METCLEMME, WEABERE -E58TENNEST, SXERE N JAIMERrRIEHE
We XERRE—EHUATR, FRaRaE SR

Methought I saw my late espoused saint

Brought to me, like Alcestis, from the grave,
Whom Jove’s great son to her glad husband gave,
Rescued from death by force, though pale and faint.
Mine, as whom washed from spot of child-bed taint
Purification in the old Law did save,

And such as yet once more I trust to have
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Full sight of her in Heaven without restraint,
Came vested all in white, pure as her mind,;

Her face was veiled, yet to my fancied sight
Love, sweetness, goodness, in her person shined
So clear as in no face with more delight.

But Oh! As to embrace me she inclined,

I waked, she fled, and day brought back my night. (P90)(John Milton)
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ZHMEMGH. SR A WA R
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f i b R B — R e (HAE R KRR R IR B,

ARSI e it By R 2 . AR

PR A A, LI BT A
IR 2 i T AT B SR I %,

W 1 bk 7B SRR RR . (P220)(RYEZ %)

RN B RS RIE A O E TR B S TSR . X2 — AT, HIZER
HREN BT A 2S5 —, BERLWTERT LR s LA T2 B 0ROy A7 7 A B k)

LMERGE . BARD 8 R AT

# 1B MR T

L JiR 3 PR HRED M
| Methought I saw my late espoused saint | FAGHE W T G HIT-3E, LB AR
Brought to me KA
like Alcestis, from the grave, Whom Jove’ s | GF 5 M2 L [ R R /R 5 B3 bl | i 2
2 | great son to her glad husband gave, Rescued | B 1 K )L FIEG MR RHISLR, | KR
from death by force, though pale and faint. | MAET-H BRI K& H LT eI R
Mine, as whom washed from spot of | HIF] /R T Hr 3 & ¥i: T 2B 0 .
3 | child-bed taint Purification in the old Law | 5 £, 280 R4k, LR FF 5 R TC MR 1 i j‘ﬁi
' eI TS
did save, 1 EE,
A And such as yet once more I trust to have I, A GHE A5 B — B, 20 T
Full sight of her in Heaven without restraint, | FEHASHL. I 2 A W ath 75 K i B 4 B
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Came vested all in white, pure as her mind 7 1 E AR S ER i A O b — A Al
T o

Her face was veiled, yet to my fancied sight | i/ [ B8 SB5 — E# 20 (HIEKRL)
5 Love, sweetness, goodness, in her person | Z8 R B, AR Z 6L, i & - e

shined So clear as in no face with more de- | R H %2 HEMGYE. FHHREA

light. SR, LG X B I
6 But Oh! As to embrace me she inclined, AT B 224 dh 1 T AR B HO R A I, Yyt g
7 I waked, T, TN RE
8 she fled, kT, DI AR
9 | and day brought back my night. 8 ST [l FR ) AR o iylbipen

WP ERRALA AR, FE (BFTCEE) P EEARIL R R O AR . IR R
IR RRSHEAMT RS, BAESELE. X2 (B NFAFE-ANBEHE, W7
HOWNTZEMBSMNED, RAFSESEENES T REANLRIIHEAEZE . rE NG s #He
XTHCOEERRE, 25 AT H ALK, B TERE TS .

BB R A, EMTASERE, Bk, “WRUMEN T RHXE—MESR,
—MEBLAIRRR, “R” HFEERIERR, Mg “Pith” &2, 85055822 R N EE 21
5 RWMABERAZR, “HAEE, BARE” B i@l T8N RR. B3 RETRgAa ]
REST I BRI it v R ) S, JPRIE s 7 B R 2007 AR i 8. Hak, “R” 0ifh “FH N7
faEE? “3R” ARES, WIS LHE? “” BEMXRIERS “R” EFELEES HIM
“ET7, BHENESHINRIELAFARNET, MACEEEL, HEETYSMSRE T “Mr” mEE. JF
HAEEFFNLE, “F7 ZEUF. FREANES, FASH “2E8E7 —akRERh. “®” w2 52E L
“RT M CETT, RTREAMBEREEARRCR, CERRIR AR A, B2 N

FoEBHAREREK, WS RELE, AR MEREIGES B, Xm#EH T
AN SR WA T A 3 4 R S K B AR B (R ROA , Bl 3 2 5 B e 48 ST M s DA 2 1 Bl /R 5
A TR GOSN 00 1 45 H S S0 Lo BT HRp R ik B4, BT ERR R Mo I S A, 1k F3E
B {8 S FE T () CRAP AR R I8  [r) i 2o MR Y, Amis oM IR %, anem N IEAE B A S22 8, R
DABER T AR R T B o AR AR SR AT AE BRI s, HARETA N, BAEAR AL 1) S B EAN R
&AM LZHE, RAMAWE . R L RNETR/REFEEMEE . “Jove’ s great son” ik
T R IEHE R v 3 07 2 T3 R B RN R, A BT R E B T ) S VR R IR By, TN P RN Tt A R
TR FEARUR TBR S B SRR SR AR, DAAFE H OO E T R S A B T R
I3 5 CE LR XN BRI, EECE i AR OE R R AT SV U R BN PE I,
RE N RLHOBESS 7 IX N, IR RIS . FEARBEGEN DS ERE, A EE — P AGiEE T
IR bL s B — A, R ZE P REIR R S, EEETZER TSR WREAKY, BEIAMAEIXAE
FEICM AR MIESRE, WA SE AT AARRAELER O EW? HILSERIREER), PhigHcE
WK A AT REEIL S B3, IEAnRe AFT I “A5 G /)" o DRI Hh 1 S8 4 45 =y BE M A 1 1R A )
PO 50 Z T EAEIR) “H” FROA 7, RF AR A TS AT DAL R SRR, W OAE
XTI S, ARSI ORI, AR GUE KB BIPi RO RR % .

FEERRN RS, CRMPTUREFL, Wl EY, hogasE. B TR
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fOvs s KRR — ML RET (R - HA) o 1E CIHZ - FRAE) o, ol T R R K
— BRI, SR LTS 2 A R B R HOR S BT YRR TAE TR, B RS S o 1
T ERONE, L P LR, T RS M Lt S, DR, BeR <SRRI R o XA
SRR LIRS T AT IO R M, RN S E T LB . e, (e A% h
I BEET, —MAEZE.

IR TR R P E TS, BT OB, PR E R, R AR %
FHAGUG, UETHERE, EEAOE, FEFORE— MR RIA R, (s 725
MR, 0B, T B HIEBRAE T, TV S B A Bk, T
DL 2 LT (KR o A3 P IO GUR S0, i FICIRI, DT R4 VR N IR 35 R SR AT 1,
RALAIREZI . 0 A0 UER TR, GLRMFIFR OISR, 88N M 2B A R
TR, AKX ERE N CA MU EOZET T, TR A B TR 5 & S TR A
B2, RN, HERTN. WS, RANKE. SAFTELER L, AL
HUBN 8%, JEob, XBAARILT “OEM” BT b7 KBTI RO REE, T Ak
B AROE B, WABEET, WRET, ANEEE “FRL” ET. AEIEER TR
AT OB D R, FUBR AR VLS BB 7, MR HE SR — g S W AR R W S RAE )
MRV SO FAT, B T RGO, DL I . SN W] . KSR AT b A
B % DS 010 3 USRS W SEAF VB . FTLU B, PR 6287 BRME & T3, 3 <R
2l we NNVVISIES iR T

SEANRBTG, KRBT, A CHIEERROR G, ESRIETA R 5 LIS R
I, PRI AR IR RO, AT, CRMET 7 o AR B A L A
ZJR, ATH TIEARIERE, <R BB R, B U R AR EE
TR R, PSR R RO NI, PR, TR, CREET, 4
PR CHE T, Ca BIFY R B T R ATRBERRM, AR, Sk
RS VR “B” OR—AE, BET, AT AHRE T, CABXHERIER , R
ARG RE, MIBER S, AR e, URBRLRICHIN, AT “H A UE? (H7E R
NHIFEE, EURRTERRN, “R” MHRY, WERAE, MRZEAKRIEARIFOER, 1 R
KL T AT BB, HSGRIR 7 PR ILSE . AT L, SN i A4 A AR 0
AR, BT . BT RREENTEE, RS A — S A
4. BE

(Br22) KERHAEDIMER, URERRE, 1R, AR R AR . BRI E il
1T R R G Hr, ATUMRRRFR I 7 — AR, RIME F U R RGeS 5 A M EER
VR, IRASZIRAN A3 NS R, R SR AR 48 B TR AT R A
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