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  Abstract 
The Regulations on the Promotion of National Reading came into force on 
February 1, 2026, marking China’s national reading has entered a legalized and 
systematic stage. As a core carrier of modern knowledge dissemination, digital 
reading is shifting from scale expansion to value cultivation. Based on 281 core 
journal articles from CNKI (2015–2025), this study uses CiteSpace 6.3.R1 to 
conduct keyword co-occurrence, clustering, timeline and burst detection analysis. 
Results show that research focuses on digital reading, national reading and 
reading promotion, forming four dimensions: policy and public services, 
infrastructure equalization, technology empowerment and user-centered content 
innovation. The field has experienced popularization and high-quality 
development stages, with current frontiers concentrating on artificial intelligence, 
service systems, in-depth reading and digital divide. Faced with contradictions 
such as mismatched content supply and demand, superficial technology 
application and unequal public services, this paper constructs a trinity 
development strategy of infrastructure reconstruction, in-depth technology 
empowerment and institutional improvement, providing theoretical support and 
practical guidance for the high-quality development of digital reading. 
 

Keywords 
National reading; Digital reading; CiteSpace; Knowledge mapping; Development 
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1. Introduction 
1.1. Research Background 

Constructing a nation of readers has become a key part of national cultural 
governance. The implementation of The Regulations on the Promotion of National 
Reading in 2026 has promoted national reading from policy advocacy to legal 
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guarantee, and redefined digital reading infrastructure and content construction 
requirements. Driven by AI, big data and other technologies, digital reading has 
formed a multi-modal interactive ecosystem. 
In recent years, China’s digital reading industry has achieved large-scale growth, 
with 670 million users and a market revenue of 66.141 billion yuan in 2024. 
However, structural contradictions still exist: content supply and demand are 
mismatched, technology application is superficial, in-depth reading is insufficient, 
and the urban-rural digital divide is obvious. Existing studies mostly adopt 
qualitative analysis and lack quantitative empirical support. Therefore, this paper 
uses CiteSpace knowledge mapping to quantitatively analyze the research hotspots, 
evolution and frontiers of digital reading development strategies, and puts forward 
targeted solutions. 

1.2. Research Significance 
1.2.1. Theoretical Significance 

This study uses knowledge mapping to display the knowledge network and 
evolution path of digital reading research, clarifies the logical relationship between 
core themes, improves the theoretical framework of digital reading research, and 
provides empirical support for subsequent studies. 

1.2.2. Practical Significance 

Combined with the Regulations orientation and industrial pain points, this paper 
constructs an operable trinity development strategy, which can provide references 
for government public service optimization, enterprise technology and content 
upgrading, and promote the transformation of digital reading to high-quality 
development. 

1.3. Research Ideas 

This paper takes the Regulations as the policy basis, uses CiteSpace to carry out 
bibliometric analysis, identifies the structural contradictions in digital reading 
development, and constructs an infrastructure-technology-institution trinity 
strategy system, and finally puts forward conclusions and prospects. 

2. Research Design 
2.1. Data Sources 

The data comes from CNKI core journal database (PKU core, CSSCI, CSCD). The 
retrieval formula is: Topic = (digital reading) AND (national reading) AND 
(development strategy), with a time span of 2015–2025. After screening, 281 valid 
articles are obtained, covering the main fields of digital reading research and 
objectively reflecting the research status of this field. 
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2.2. Research Methods 

This study adopts bibliometrics and CiteSpace visual analysis. Bibliometrics is used 
to quantify keyword frequency and centrality; CiteSpace 6.3.R1 is used to generate 
keyword co-occurrence, clustering, timeline and burst detection maps, so as to 
systematically reveal the knowledge structure, hotspots evolution and frontier 
trends of digital reading strategy research. 

3. Knowledge Mapping Analysis of Digital Reading Development 
Strategies 
3.1. High-Frequency Keywords and Co-Occurrence Network 

High-frequency keywords statistics show that digital reading (114 times), national 
reading (65 times) and reading promotion (56 times) are the core research themes. 
The keyword co-occurrence network has 251 nodes and 546 connections, with a 
close thematic connection. The centrality of artificial intelligence and intelligent 
reading has increased significantly, indicating that technology empowerment has 
become a research focus. At the same time, digital divide, in-depth reading and 
service system reflect the key problems to be solved in industrial development. 

Table 1. High-Frequency Keyword Statistics 
 

No. Keyword Frequency Betweenness 
Centrality First Appearance Year 

1 Digital reading 114 1.01 2015 
2 National reading 65 0.52 2015 
3 Reading promotion 56 0.26 2016 
4 Library 31 0.12 2015 
5 Current situation 8 0.05 2017 
6 Strategy 8 0.02 2018 
7 Artificial intelligence 8 0.07 2020 
8 College students 8 0.00 2015 
9 Promotion strategy 7 0.01 2017 

10 Digital publishing 6 0.05 2017 
11 New media 6 0.01 2017 
12 Knowledge mapping 5 0.01 2017 
13 Intelligent reading 5 0.06 2020 
14 Development strategy 4 0.00 2018 
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Figure 1. Keyword co-occurrence map 

3.2. Keyword Clustering Analysis: Research Dimensions and 
Infrastructure Equalization 

Keyword clustering analysis yields 11 stable clusters (modularity Q = 0.5565, 
silhouette coefficient = 0.8536), which are integrated into four research dimensions: 
policy and public services, infrastructure and equalization, technology 
empowerment, user and content innovation. 
Clustering results highlight the problems of unbalanced resource allocation and 
insufficient digital transformation of public facilities. Accordingly, this paper puts 
forward an infrastructure reconstruction strategy: upgrade offline reading spaces 
such as libraries and rural bookstores to digital experience terminals; promote the 
digital upgrading of rural reading rooms and realize accurate resource supply; carry 
out age-friendly and barrier-free transformation of digital products; build a national 
unified digital reading service platform to break resource barriers. 
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Figure 2. Keyword clustering map 

3.3. Keyword Timeline Analysis: Stage Evolution and In-Depth 
Technology Empowerment 

The timeline map divides the research into two stages: 
2015–2019: Basic popularization stage: Research focuses on mobile reading, new 
media and user behavior, corresponding to the scale expansion of the industry. 
2020–2025: High-quality development stage: Research turns to AI, in-depth reading 
and service system optimization, matching the industry’s value-oriented 
transformation. 
At this stage, the problem of shallow technology application is prominent. This 
paper proposes an in-depth technology empowerment strategy: use generative AI to 
organize fragmented information into systematic knowledge; optimize the 
recommendation algorithm to break information cocoons; let editors dominate the 
value orientation of intelligent systems and improve the quality of content products.    
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Figure 3. Keyword timeline map 

3.4. Keyword Burst Analysis: Frontier Pain Points and Institutional 
Improvement 

Burst detection identifies three frontier stages: early stage focuses on mobile 
reading and college students; medium stage pays attention to libraries and 
intelligent reading; recent stage concentrates on service system, artificial 
intelligence and optimization strategy. 
Burst results reflect the industrial pain points such as copyright governance, ethical 
norms and incomplete service system. Based on this, an institutional improvement 
strategy is proposed: integrate digital reading into the lifelong education system and 
build a reading credit bank; use blockchain to strengthen digital content copyright 
protection; improve supporting systems and collaborative governance mechanisms 
to ensure the standardized and sustainable development of digital reading. 

 

Figure 4. Keyword burst detection map 
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4. Conclusion and Prospect 

This study uses CiteSpace to analyze 281 articles and finds that digital reading 
research has formed a stable knowledge network with four core dimensions, and 
has gone through two development stages. The industry is facing structural 
contradictions such as mismatched content supply and demand, superficial 
technology application and unequal public services. 
This paper constructs a trinity development strategy of infrastructure 
reconstruction, in-depth technology empowerment and institutional improvement. 
In theory, it makes up for the lack of quantitative research in this field; in practice, it 
provides a feasible path for the high-quality development of digital reading. 
In the future, with the in-depth implementation of the Regulations and the 
development of generative AI, digital reading will move towards legal 
standardization, in-depth intelligence and inclusive equality. Subsequent research 
can carry out international comparisons, group-specific empirical analysis and 
scenario tracking under new technologies, and continuously promote the 
construction of a digital reading ecosystem. 
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