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  Abstract 
This paper conducts a literature study on papers related to corpus-based English 
teaching published in Foreign Language Teaching in Schools (Middle School Edi-
tion) and English Teaching & Research Notes over the 20-year period from 2003 
to 2023. The results show that: (1) In terms of overall trends, such research began 
in 2005, grew rapidly and peaked in 2010, then dropped sharply. Over the next 
decade, it experienced multiple sudden rises and falls, with zero papers published 
in 2020. However, growth resumed in 2022, and continued growth is expected in 
2023. (2) Regarding research objects, studies on senior high school education are 
significantly more numerous than those on junior high school, and are comparable 
to studies covering comprehensive school stages. (3) In terms of research meth-
ods, empirical quantitative research dominates. (4) In research content, studies 
focus heavily on the role of corpora in comprehensive English teaching and vo-
cabulary teaching, with fewer studies on speaking, discourse, and translation. 
These findings provide insights for corpus-based teaching research in middle 
schools. 
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1. Introduction 

A corpus is a database of large amounts of language information used in real con-
texts, designed for research and application. It is a "repository" that stores such 
language materials on a large scale according to specific purposes and methods 
(Hou Jing, 2019). Corpora are applied in dictionary compilation, language teaching, 
and traditional linguistic research, serving as the foundational resource for corpus 
linguistics. Corpus linguistics emerged in the 1960s and flourished in the 1980s. 
Despite initial marginalization by the rationalist-based Chomskyan school, it gradu-
ally gained recognition with the construction of large-scale Chinese and English 
corpora. 
Corpus linguistics research in China emerged in the late 20th century (He Anping, 
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1997), going through three stages: initial exploration, scale expansion, and mature 
application. The initial stage focused on language data collection, sorting, and anno-
tation; the development stage emphasized expanding corpus scale and diversifying 
language materials; the mature stage featured in-depth data processing and ex-
panded applications, such as language analysis and dictionary compilation. Several 
English teaching corpora targeting Chinese middle school learners have since 
emerged, bringing new perspectives to middle school English teaching in China. This 
study aims to review and analyze the effectiveness and limitations of corpus appli-
cations in middle school English teaching in the era of big data, using quantitative 
and qualitative methods to synthesize relevant literature. 
English Teaching & Research Notes and Foreign Language Teaching in Schools 
(Middle School Edition) are core journals in China’s basic education foreign lan-
guage field. Their content closely aligns with the practical needs of middle school 
foreign language teaching, covering both theoretical discussions and practical ap-
plications, thus demonstrating high utility. With primary readers being middle 
school English teachers and researchers, these journals effectively reflect the latest 
progress and status of corpus-based English teaching research in Chinese middle 
schools. This paper surveys articles on corpus-based English teaching published in 
these two journals from 2003 to 2023, analyzing the status and trends over the two 
decades to promote further development in this field. 

2. Research Methods 

The author searched for "corpus" in article titles in English Teaching & Research 
Notes and Foreign Language Teaching in Schools (Middle School Edition) from 2003 
to 2023, and selected 48 articles related to corpus-based middle school English 
teaching research based on titles, keywords, and abstracts. Descriptive statistical 
methods were employed. 
These 48 articles were analyzed through reading, categorization, and synthesis to 
review corpus-based middle school English teaching research in China over the past 
20 years (2003-2023). Comparisons of the number of papers and publication years 
yielded overall distribution and phased statistical results (see Figures 1 and 2). 

3. Status of Corpus-Based English Teaching Research 

3.1. Research Trends 
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Figure 1: Annual Distribution of Core Papers on Corpus-Based Middle School English 
Teaching Research (2004-2023) 

Figure 1 shows that corpus-based middle school English teaching papers first ap-
peared in 2005 (Huang Bing, 2005; Wang Longyin & He Anping, 2005; Li Jianping, 
2005; Liu Xingbing, 2005). Subsequent growth of 2 or more papers year-on-year 
occurred in 2010 (7 papers), 2013 (4), 2015 (4), and 2021 (4), with 2010 marking a 
peak of 7 papers. Over the 20 years, the overall trend evolved from nonexistence to 
rapid growth in 2010, followed by a sharp decline in 2011. A subsequent rise from 
2016 to 2019 was again followed by a drop, with growth resuming in 2022 and ex-
pected to continue in 2023. Phased statistics by five-year intervals (see Figure 2) 
show 13, 16, 11, and 8 papers in the four stages, respectively, indicating the second 
stage as the boom period, with repeated sudden fluctuations reflecting instability in 
this field of research. 

 

Figure 2: Phased Distribution of Core Papers on Corpus-Based Middle School English Teach-
ing Research (2004-2023) 

3.2. Research Stages 

This study categorizes research stages into junior high, senior high, and comprehen-
sive (covering the entire middle school period). Results are shown in Figure 3. 
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Figure 3: Distribution of Corpus-Based Middle School English Teaching Research by 
School Stage (2004-2023) 

Statistically, senior high school research significantly outnumbers that on junior 
high school and is comparable to comprehensive-stage studies. Growing attention to 
senior high school in recent years suggests a need for more focus on junior high 
school research. 

3.3. Research Methods 

Research methods are divided into empirical and non-empirical (Wen Qiufang, 
2001). Empirical research, based on facts and data, uses rigorous methods and sta-
tistical analysis to test hypotheses, aiming to discover objective laws with replicabil-
ity and verifiability. It is data-driven, quantitative, and methodologically rigorous. 
Non-empirical research emphasizes theoretical discussion, subjective interpretation, 
and speculative analysis (e.g., through case studies) to explore phenomena, focusing 
on subjectivity, interpretability, and understanding to reveal intrinsic logic. 
Of the 48 papers, empirical research dominates with 34 papers (70.83%), while 
non-empirical research accounts for 14 papers (29.17%). This dominance reflects 
both the empirical nature of corpus linguistics and a tendency toward quantification 
over diversity in middle school applications. Figure 4 shows empirical research 
flourished from 2011 to 2015, with subsequent fluctuations but consistent numeri-
cal superiority. Non-empirical research remained stable but limited in quantity. 
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Figure 4: Research Methods in Corpus-Based English Teaching Research (2004-2023) 

3.4. Research Content 

Research content is inherently linked to methodology (Wen Qiufang, 2001). Draw-
ing on Biber (2000), Kennedy (2000), and Aijmer (2009), as adjusted for China’s 
context, this study classifies corpus linguistics research into 11 categories, including 
vocabulary, grammar, and translation. 
Statistical analysis reveals significant disparities in research content over 20 years. 
Vocabulary teaching research dominates with 16 papers, followed by corpus appli-
cations in teaching, writing, and grammar. Discourse, reading, and college entrance 
exam proposition research are scarce. Detailed trends are as follows: 
1. Vocabulary: Vocabulary teaching is the most studied area, primarily focusing 

on senior high school. Research includes textbook vocabulary analysis, the-
matic/high-frequency vocabulary teaching, and teachers’ awareness of lexi-
cal chunks. Textbook vocabulary studies examine the breadth and depth of 
middle school English textbook vocabulary and identify common issues in ap-
pendices (Xie Jiacheng, 2008). Studies on senior high students’ vocabulary 
use include Cao Rongsheng & Zhang Yufang (2012) on lexical phrases in writ-
ing and Wu Qingling (2012) on teaching/reviewing high-frequency vocabulary. 
Vocabulary’s central role in reading, writing, and speaking explains its 
prominence.a) Selection: Highlight all author and affiliation lines. 

2. Corpus Construction: Researchers aim to address teaching challenges through 
personalized corpora. Zhang Aixiong (2006) discusses how small personalized 
foreign language teaching corpora aid research and teaching via multifunction-
al deep processing. Jiang Fabing (2010) highlights the value of small senior 
high English corpora for teaching and research. Most studies focus on teacher 
support, e.g., Xia Jianqing (2010) built a corpus to provide teachers with mul-
ti-aspect resources. 

3. Teaching Applications: Five papers explore corpus potential in teaching. Xie 
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Jiacheng (2006) examines online corpora’s role in classroom teaching and 
autonomous learning. Gui Shichun et al. (2010) predict corpus-assisted foreign 
language teaching as an inevitable trend. Wu Jun (2010) introduces cor-
pus-based reference books, and Yang Suxiang (2015) demonstrates CQPweb’
s application in phonetics, vocabulary, and grammar teaching. 

4. Discourse Analysis: Research focuses on classroom discourse and teach-
er-student interaction. Wang Longyin & He Anping (2005) investigate middle 
school English classroom discourse to promote corpus-supported discourse 
analysis. Wang Yingna & Liu Yongbing (2011) compare questioning/responses 
in key and non-key senior high schools to enhance effective output. 

5. Writing: Growing emphasis on writing has spurred corpus-based research. Bi 
Shaoqin (2007) uses schemata theory and corpora to support pre-writing, 
writing, and revision. Chen Liyun & Li Chunyan (2018) explore corpus-based 
writing feedback models for advice letters. Ying Jiqiao et al. (2019) show 
self-built narrative corpora improve logical coherence and linguistic accuracy 
in continuation writing. 

6. College Entrance Exams: Studies use self-built corpora to explore exam appli-
cations. Deng Xiaoyan & Zhang Hongqiang (2010) apply personalized corpora 
to teaching and proposition. Pan Mingwei & Xu Xinxing (2010) use learner and 
native speaker corpora to assess the content validity of Shanghai’s college 
entrance exam grammar items, noting the need for deeper exploration. 

Research on discourse, speaking, and translation is scarce. Speaking’s marginaliza-
tion in exams reduces focus on oral corpora. Discourse research is limited by teach-
ing priorities on vocabulary/grammar and its inherent complexity (context, genre, 
coherence). Translation receives less attention due to minimal emphasis in middle 
school curricula. These gaps warrant more research. 

4. Problems in Domestic Corpus Teaching Research 

While achievements exist, several issues persist: 

4.1. Inadequate Corpus Construction and Application 

China’s corpora (e.g., Chinese English Learner Corpus, English-Chinese Parallel 
Corpus) in scale are smaller than foreign counterparts (e.g., British National Corpus, 
Corpus of Contemporary American English). Specialized middle school English 
teaching corpora are limited, with content often exceeding students’ proficiency 
or misaligning with syllabi, restricting teacher/researcher choices. 
Many teachers lack understanding of corpus functions and application skills, hin-
dering effective use. Technical barriers (data extraction, annotation) further limit 
utilization. 

4.2. Insufficient Integration with Other Methods 
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Teachers rarely combine corpora with traditional methods (grammar-translation, 
communicative approach). Interdisciplinary collaboration with education, psychol-
ogy, and sociology is lacking, restricting innovation. 

4.3 Disconnect from Teaching Practice 

Most corpora serve university research rather than middle school classrooms. In-
adequate teaching-oriented retrieval tools and syllabus misalignment increase 
teachers’workload, despite nearly ten large learner corpora existing in China. 

5. Conclusion 

This study analyzes 48 core journal papers (2004-2023) to assess progress and gaps 
in corpus-based middle school English teaching research. Key recommendations for 
future research include: 
1. Enhance corpus quality/diversity with real, comprehensive, and up-to-date 

materials. Avoid duplication, overcome regional barriers, and develop national 
integrated corpora. 

2. Bridge research-practice gaps by aligning corpora with teaching needs, collab-
orating with frontline teachers, and promoting best practices via workshops. 

3. Explore integration with task-based/situational teaching to leverage synergies. 
4. Draw on cognitive science, neuroscience, IT, and AI to develop "corpus+" mod-

els, enhancing teaching efficiency and acquisition mechanisms. 
Limitations include excluding other journals, monographs, and theses, affecting 
generalizability. However, this study summarizes trends and provides insights. Ad-
vances in technology suggest growing adoption of corpus-based methods in Chinese 
English teaching. 
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