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Abstract

Textbooks are what teachers and students used in their teaching and learning.
Most English teachers in junior high school start using the new textbook recently.
They are confused about how to use this book better and make the best use of it.
In order to solve these problems, this essay compares the new textbook with the
pre-vious textbook from the whole structure and the inner content. It shows that
the new textbook keeps the topic of the old textbook, while it adjusted the layout,
tasks, language use and etc. Based on the comparisons, the essay provides some
teaching suggestions for teachers.
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1. Introduction

The textbook is the basis which teachers and students depend on. Whether the
textbook is fully explored or not, closely related to students’ English performance.
The new junior high school English textbook of People’s Education press has been
promoted since 2024. But many teachers are not familiar with the new textbooks
and not used to teach based on it. New textbooks have higher requirements towards
both teacher and students. This essay tend to compare the previous textbook (PT)
with the new book(NB), so that to provide some teaching advice to English teachers.

This essay will analyze from two broad aspects: structure and language.
2. Structure Comparison

2.1. Comparison between the whole structure

The new textbooks has 8 units, 4 less than the previous textbook. New textbook

DOI: 10.63313/ESW.9080

94 Education and Social Work


https://doi.org/10.63313/ESW.9080
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Qian Liu

presents the idea of reducing burden. Too many units make teachers tired of chasing
the teaching process. For the content of each unit, PB has 6 pages and NB has 8
books. The content of each unit increase two pages. Through observing the contents,
the contents of PB has 7 parts, including units, topics, functions, structures, target
language, vocabulary and recycling. Meanwhile, NB has only four parts including
unit, section A, Section B and project. PB attach more importance on language
knowledge. The contents of NB is more simple and clear. It clearly states four Eng-
lish skills and pronunciation and grammar knowledge. The whole unit has a big top-
ic, while section A and Section B also has a sub-topic. For example, the title of Unit
one is Animal Friends. The whole topic is why are animals important. The topic of
section A is why do you like animals. The topic of section B is how are animals part
of our lives. The topic of section B has a deeper meaning. Both sub-topics are guided
under the whole topic, which presents the idea of under the guidance of thematic
meaning in English Curriculum Standard of Compulsory Education.

NB has 9 parts, which are contents, 12 units, notes on the text, tapescripts, pronun-
ciation, grammar, words and expressions in each unit, vocabulary index and irregu-
lar verbs table. Compared with NB, it adds reading plus of each unit and vocabulary
from primary school while it deletes notes on the text. Reading plus provides eight
passages which are longer and more difficult than the text in each unit. Teacher can
choose to teach or require students to read according to their abilities or interest as
a supplement. Vocabulary from primary school can connect what students have
learnt in primary school and reduce the pressure of words in the texts.

2.2. Comparison between the inner content

PB attach more importance on language knowledge and language use, while NB

stress language use in the specific context, pragmatics function of language.

2.2.1. Title and topics

Titles in NB are more concise, as phrases, like Animal Friends, Keep Fit, Eat Well.
While titles in PB are sentences, like Can you play the guitar? What time do you go to
school? Titles in NB is easy for students to understand and remember. NB put a big
question under the title, guiding students to think about deeper meanings. After
learning this unit, students can get the answer. Before the study of each section,
there is also a question. These questions lead students to learn and think, so that
students can get the main goals of this class and will not miss the theme. Moreover,
the topics of NB are more complex than PB. The topics in PB are joining a club, daily
routines, transportation, rules, animals in a zoo, everyday activities etc. While the
topics in NB are animal friends, keep fit, eat well, here and now, rain or shine, a day
to remember etc. The expressions of the topics and their meanings are more com-

prehensive.

2.2.2. Construction of each unit
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Taking Unit one of NB Animal Friends as an example, the first page of each unit is
the lead-in part. There is a thematic picture, above which is a big question related to
the theme. At the left corner, there are objectives of this unit. At the right corner,
there are some questions based on the picture. Students need to observe the picture
and answer the questions. Next page is listening and speaking part. The first activity
1a helps students to consolidate the vocabulary. 1b and 1c are listening activities.
Then students can talk with their classmate surrounds the topic. 1d provides some
examples. In this unit, students should talk about their favorite animals. Next page is
pronunciation part. A table presents the pronunciation knowledge. Then two activi-
ties are used to consolidate the activity. Then there is a short conversation. Students
can practice their pronunciation in this conversation. At the same time, students can
listen and read the conversation and finish reading activities. Next page is grammar
focus. The first part presents some sentences which involve the grammar point.
Then two mechanical activities are used to consolidate. Finally, a meaningful activity
is designed at the end of the page. For Section B, a longer text appears and then its
related activities. While these activities are used to promote writing. Followed by
the activities, there is a writing task. For the last page, there is a Project and a Re-
flecting. Many projects like drawing, reporting, writing stories and etc. Students can
use English to transfer and innovate. As the New Curriculum requires, students need
to learn English and use English to do things. Last part is the Reflecting part. Three
levels are provided to students to reflect their learning condition of this unit. This
part help students to reflect themselves and to manage their own learning, develop
their metacognitive strategies. Compared with PB, pronunciation part is added. The
activities are more various, comprehensive and contextual. Activities are presented
in context but not single. They are more interesting and comprehensive in NB. NB
adjust the listening part. In PB, there are two parts of listening, which are in Section
A and Section B. However, listening part just exists in Section A and mixed with
pronunciation and reading. New Standard requires students can talk with each oth-
er, describe their own experience and express their thoughts flexibly. NB stress the
combination of reading and writing, rather than imitating the fixed structure or pat-
tern. As the PB writing in Unit 2, it requires students to number some sentences in
order to make a story about a daily routine then they need to write their own daily
routine. Most students just imitate these sentences rather than writing down some-
thing authentically.

NB has higher requirements for students’ vocabulary. Compared with PB, Vocab-
ulary in PB is more in amount and much more difficult than PB. The decrease of el-
ementary vocabulary, the increase of words beyond New Standard and difficult
words learned ahead of time can be seen in NB. Vocabulary related to Chinese tradi-
tional culture and festivals increase. The amount of vocabulary increase to 1600 to
2000 words, which has higher demands on students’ ability to remember words
and broadening their reading after class.
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NB stress the language use in specific context, which highlights the authenticity and
integrity. Taking the unit which learn the present continuous tense as an example,
the passage in Section A sets a context which is Jane and her family talking on the
phone. There is a picture near the text in NB. However, in PB, there is only a short
conversation and it requires students to role play the conversation. It is clear that
PB lack a context. Teachers should make full use of the pictures to set a context for

students to learn and use English.
2.3. Teaching suggestions

2.3.1. Learning about the New Standard

The newest English Curriculum Standard of Compulsory Education(2022 edition) is
the leading guide of compulsory textbooks. There are many ideas and suggestions
about how to teach English. New Standard divides the English course into three lev-
els. The third level is from grade 7 to grade 9. Different level has different require-
ments in different aspects. English course content is consistent of theme, discourse,
language knowledge, cultural knowledge, language skills and learning strategies. New
Curriculum gives clear explanation to each items. There is also curriculum objectives,
the quality of learning, teaching advice and evaluation suggestions. In the appendix,
there are tables of voice, vocabulary and grammar. Teaching examples are also pre-
sented. Teachers should make full use of the book. This book can help teachers solve

their problems.

2.3.2. Updating Teaching Methods

The changes of the textbook require teachers to update their teaching methods. The
past grammar-translation method is not appropriate for the New Standard and new
textbook. NB has many group work, pair work, role play, situational dialogue,
guessing activities and other various activities, which can raise students’ interest
and involvement. Teachers need to prepare well and guide students to do these ac-
tivities. Carrying out Activity-based approach to English learning, designing activi-
ties from learning and understanding, applying and practicing to transferring and

innovating.

2.3.3. Making full use of the illustrations

The illustrations in NB are more colourful and vividly. At the lead-in part, there is a
thematic picture, which set the theme of this unit and take students to experience
the topic initially. At the start of Section A, there are some pictures which help stu-
dents to understand the words or phrases. According to the New Standard, teachers
need to cultivate students’ five skills, which are listening, speaking, reading, writ-
ing and viewing. The ability to observe the picture is also one of the abilities. Teach-
ers need to make full use of the illustration. And in the reading part, there are also
illustrations. Through these illustrations, teachers can guide students to predict the
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main idea of the text, so that to raise students’ reading interest and reduce the
reading difficulty. The illustration in reading part of Section B can help students to
catch the textual characteristics. With the help of the illustrations, students can bet-

ter understand the theme and the context.

2.3.4. Building up theme, discourse and context awareness

Building up theme awareness is the premise of using the text well. NB change the
the content of each unit. So teachers should pay more attention to the theme content
and theme meaning. An English curriculum with thematic meanings should regard
the exploration of thematic meanings as the core task of teaching and learning, and
use it to integrate the learning content and lead students to integrate the develop-
ment of their language proficiency, cultural awareness, thinking quality and learning
ability. Taking Unit 2 No Rules, No Oder as an example, the theme of this unit is the
importance of rules. With learning the rules, students can realize that they need to
obey the rules in their lives. For language proficiency, rules are expressed by imper-
atives and modal verbs. So in this unit, teachers guide students to learn and use the
grammar of imperatives and modal verbs correctly. For cultural awareness, differ-
ent places like families, schools, even countries have different rules, teachers can
cultivate students to understand and respect different rules, recognize our own
rules. For thinking quality, in Section B, Alice complains that there are too many
rules and write letter to Dr Know for help. Teachers can guide students to think
about whether rules can help us or not. Whether there are unreasonable rules and
discuss about them. To discuss the function of rules and imagine if there is no rules,
how would the world be. Through the discussion and analysis, students can under-
stand that proper rules can help us and the world better. For learning ability, stu-
dents can learn how to write a letter of asking for help and how to reply the letter.

Students also need to work in groups to design a poster for class rules.

3. Conclusion

All in all, the new textbook retains the excellent features of the old textbook, and the
changes in the content and structure of the textbook are more in line with the re-
quirements of the New Curriculum. The knowledge system has been built up more
closely and the teaching content has been enriched and perfected. The knowledge
system is more rigorous, the teaching content is more rich and perfect, and it em-
phasizes the cultivation of students' reading and writing skills, which is more con-
ducive to the enhancement of students' quality of thinking and the formation of the
core qualities of the subject. At the same time, the new textbook also puts forward
higher requirements for teachers' teaching. Teachers should continuously improve
their teaching level and professionalism, carefully read and correctly understand the
content of the New Curriculum and utilize the teaching materials reasonably and ef-

fectively.
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