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  Abstract 
The "Simple Drawing" course is a compulsory course for primary education 
majors in colleges and universities. The aim of this course is to enable normal 
school students to master the skills of simple drawing. As an art practice course 
that focuses on practical training, how to combine the content of the simple 
drawing course to carry out interesting and creative practical training methods is 
a very important link. This article explores how to integrate some creative 
training methods into the simple drawing class to stimulate the learning 
enthusiasm of normal school students, improve their practical ability and 
aesthetic ability.   
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1. Introduction  

The English names for stick figures are Stick Figures or Blackboard Drawing. Stick 
figures are a form of drawing that uses simple elements such as dots, lines, and 
surfaces to represent the basic features of objects. [1] The characteristics are 
simplicity, speed, and vividness. The drawing tools used in stick figures are very 
simple. One can draw with a piece of chalk on a blackboard or with a pencil or 
carbon pen on any piece of paper. Therefore, in school curriculum teaching, stick 
figures have become a very popular form of drawing.  
Since the 1980s, simple line drawing has become one of the teaching skills that 
Chinese teacher candidates need to master. On April 6, 2021, the General Office of 
the Ministry of Education of the People's Republic of China issued the "Trial 
Standards for Teacher Professional Competence of Primary School Education 
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Program Candidates". [2] The teaching practice abilities specified in this document 
include simple line drawing. Therefore, the "Simple Line Drawing" course has 
become a compulsory course for the primary education major. As a practical course, 
the purpose of the "Simple Line Drawing" course is to enable students to master the 
common knowledge, expression rules, expression techniques, and creative points of 
simple line drawing, and to apply the learned simple line drawing to conduct 
teaching of blackboard paintings, in order to achieve the goal of applying knowledge. 
The practical training of simple line drawing in this course is a key link. To carry out 
this practical training efficiently and achieve the course goals, it is necessary to 
stimulate the learning interest of teacher candidates. To stimulate the learning 
interest of teacher candidates, elements such as numbers and regional 
characteristics need to be integrated into the practical training of the simple line 
drawing class. This paper explores some methods for creative practical training 
based on the course content. 

2. Research Significance of Creative Practical Training in simple 
Drawing courses for primary Education majors in colleges and 
universities  

2.1. Creative training of simple drawing courses can stimulate the 
enthusiasm of normal school students for learning  

Contemporary teacher trainees grew up appreciating simple sketches. However, 
most of them believe that in the contemporary era of AI and artificial intelligence, 
there is no need to learn simple sketches. Therefore, they are not interested in 
learning them. Some students are indeed very interested in painting, but due to their 
weak artistic foundation, they think they cannot draw simple sketches. Therefore, 
integrating the content of the simple sketch course with some creative training 
methods is very necessary to stimulate the learning interest of teacher trainees. 
These creative training methods not only can improve the state of teacher trainees 
lacking confidence in painting, but also gradually enable them to have the possibility 
of being confident in painting.  

2.2. Creative practice sessions of the simple drawing course enable 
teacher candidates to understand the teaching value of simple drawing  

The essence of teaching activities is the dissemination of educational information. In 
the current environment where multimedia teaching methods are widely used, 
future teachers, that is, today's primary school education major trainees, should 
need to master the teaching methods of combining text and images. That is to say, 
trainees should master a painting form that can be proficiently applied. Simple 
sketches, as a widely used painting form in primary and secondary school 
curriculum teaching, should be demonstrated in the practical training of the simple 
sketch course for primary education majors through interesting explanations and 
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sample drawings. This can enable each trainee to understand the teaching value of 
simple sketches.  

2.3. Creative practice sessions in the simple drawing course can 
enhance the practical abilities of teacher candidates  

Although the shapes of simple sketches are simple, mastering the practical skills of 
simple sketches also requires spending a certain amount of time learning the related 
theories, expression rules, expression techniques, and creative methods, and 
conducting corresponding practical training. The practical training process of the 
simple sketch course not only enables teacher candidates to understand the 
common knowledge about simple sketches, but also provides an excellent 
opportunity to improve their skills in simple sketches. During the practical training 
of simple sketches, teacher candidates need to first observe things and then make 
associations, then use elements such as points, lines, and surfaces to summarize the 
basic characteristics of things, and complete the drawing within 1-2 minutes. 
Therefore, in the simple sketch class, teacher candidates need to participate in a 
large number of simple sketch practical training. During the numerous and 
different-themed practical training processes, teacher candidates first need to 
develop the habit of observing things and making associations, which not only can 
improve the coordination ability of their eyes, brain, and hands, but also can 
enhance their practical painting skills.  

2.4. Creative practice sessions in the simple drawing course can 
enhance the aesthetic level of teacher candidates  

Young teachers-in-training are passionate about beauty and also aspire to enhance 
their aesthetic abilities. The school's courses in dance, music, sports, and painting all 
play a significant role in improving the aesthetic levels of teachers-in-training. In the 
teaching of school art courses, the content of appreciating art works occupies a large 
proportion. Therefore, when teachers ask teachers-in-training to appreciate classic 
simple sketches, they need to guide them to observe, think, and associate, which also 
enables them to experience a painting form that uses elements such as points, lines, 
and planes to express beauty. 

3. Problems existing in the creative practical training of the 
simple sketch course for primary education major in colleges and 
universities  

3.1. Lack of initiative of the teacher candidates in the practical training 
of the simple drawing course 

The learning enthusiasm of teacher training students is a key issue that needs to be 
addressed in the practical training of the simple sketching course. Simple sketching 
is a form of simple-shaped painting specifically designed for non-art majors and 
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those with weak art foundation. Pestalozzi believed that learning to draw is not 
fundamentally different from learning to write. His teaching method tended to 
reduce the learning of drawing to mastering the basic knowledge of a kind of line 
drawing composed of straight and curved lines. As a result, not only any child who 
can learn to write can learn to draw. [3] Now it seems that Pestalozzi's picture 
teaching method is very suitable for undergraduate students of non-art majors. 
Therefore, as long as students actively participate in the simple sketching practical 
training, they can draw simple sketches composed of points, lines, and planes. 
However, in the practical training process, too little attention was paid to how to 
stimulate the learning enthusiasm of teacher training students for simple sketching.  

3.2. Considering the deficiency in the students' artistic foundation as 
teachers' candidates  

The main subjects of students majoring in primary education are Chinese and 
mathematics. Therefore, their basic knowledge and training in observation, 
understanding, imagination, and painting practice are relatively lacking. Although 
before taking the basic sketching and color foundation courses, there were courses 
on sketching and color basics, due to the limitation of class hours, the students' 
modeling ability failed to reach the level required for learning simple sketches. 
Many practical training sessions for simple sketches did not start from the most 
basic elements of modeling and composition concepts and instead focused on 
explaining and practicing them based on the actual situation of this artistic 
foundation.  

3.3. Creative practice sessions of the simple-line drawing course failed 
to enable the teacher candidates to understand the teaching value of 
simple-line drawing  

In many creative training sessions of basic sketching courses, the focus is mainly on 
explanation and teaching, demonstration of the techniques and forms of basic 
sketching. Rarely is there any discussion about how basic sketching is a teaching aid 
form that suits the cognitive level and learning characteristics of primary school 
students. Nor is there any explanation of the historical development of basic 
sketching in teaching applications. Moreover, there is a lack of interdisciplinary 
theme design that is closely integrated with primary school teaching content. This 
has led to teachers-in-training always failing to recognize the teaching value of basic 
sketching, and thus they are unable to establish an effective connection between 
basic sketching and their future teaching work.  

3.4. Insufficient drawing practice ability of the teachers' trainees 

Simple sketches are mostly used in the form of dictation, while sketching from life is 
less frequently used. Although the course time for simple sketches is limited, if 
normal students follow the course content and actively participate in the sketching 
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practice during this period, their practical ability in simple sketching can reach the 
level of dictation and independent creation. However, the content of the practice 
mainly consists of various copies, lacking the habit of observing things correctly, the 
training of extracting basic shapes, dictation and creation training, etc. This results 
in although the normal students have participated in a lot of simple sketching 
practice, their practical ability has not been effectively improved, let alone the 
practical ability of simple sketches including dictation and independent creation.  

3.5. Absence of aesthetic literacy cultivation in the practical training of 
simple drawing  

The beauty of simple sketches lies in their ability to succinctly and quickly depict the 
characteristics of things. Therefore, in the practical training of the simple sketch 
course, this feature should be emphasized. However, the practical training of the 
simple sketch course does not pay much attention to presenting this simple and 
beautiful aesthetic feeling quickly to the pre-service teachers. The content related to 
visual impact and aesthetic feeling is insufficient in the training process, and it fails 
to guide pre-service teachers to perceive the visual aesthetic feeling of simple 
sketches, which is both simple and quick in expression. Therefore, it is difficult to 
achieve the improvement of pre-service teachers' aesthetic level.  

4. Implementation of the Creative Practical Training Method for 
Simple Sketching Courses in the Primary Education Major of 
Universities  

4.1. Designing creative training methods for simple drawing courses to 
stimulate the enthusiasm of pre-service teachers in learning  

Dewey once said that students learn through doing. For teacher trainees, they can 
only master the skills of simple sketches by actively participating in the practice of 
simple sketching. Therefore, they need to actively engage in the practice, that is, 
through doing. In order to stimulate the enthusiasm of teacher trainees for learning, 
some creative training methods for simple sketching courses should be designed 
based on the teaching content reasonably. For example, the teacher can use a white 
chalk on the blackboard and draw several creative one-line sketches of cats, rabbits, 
swans, snakes, etc. within a few seconds to attract the students' interest with a 
strong visual impact, and require them to copy these one-line sketches. In this way, 
teacher trainees can participate in the practice of summarizing things with lines. 
After quickly completing a one-line sketch, they will feel that they can also draw, and 
gradually, some creative course training contents can stimulate their enthusiasm for 
learning simple sketches.  

4.2. Design creative training methods for simple sketching courses 
based on the artistic foundation of teacher candidates  
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The main subjects for primary education students majoring in pedagogy are Chinese 
and Mathematics. Therefore, their foundation in art is relatively weak. They lack 
sufficient confidence in being able to draw simple sketches well. Thus, in explaining 
the expression techniques of simple sketches, it is advisable to follow an 
easy-to-difficult sequence. For instance, when the teacher explains the concept of 
simple sketches, they can draw the simple sketches of familiar logos such as China 
Unicom and Apple Inc. on the spot while explaining. When explaining the expression 
techniques of simple sketches, they can start with the content that students find 
easier, such as common daily items and landscapes. Then, for the more difficult 
parts, they can draw characters and animals.  

4.3. Design creative training methods for simple line drawings to 
enable teacher candidates to understand the teaching value of simple 
line drawings  

In each lesson of the simple sketching course, some content related to the teaching 
value of simple sketches should be included to enable pre-service teachers to 
understand the teaching value of simple sketches. For example, when explaining the 
historical development of simple sketches in the first lesson of the course, some 
pictures from "Learning English by Looking at Pictures (Basic Level)" compiled by 
L.A. Richards (UK) and Christina M. Gibson (Australia) can be presented in the form 
of a PPT, allowing pre-service teachers to understand the history of simple sketches 
being applied in English teaching since the 1930s. Additionally, literature data on 
the application of simple sketches on China's knowledge network can be sorted out, 
and then analyzed and organized in detail by category such as era, grade, and 
subject, and presented as a PPT to the students for explanation of the current 
application status of simple sketches in Chinese teaching. 

4.4. Design creative training methods to enhance the sketching 
practical skills of teacher candidates  

In a 32-hour basic sketching practice session, students will create around 400 
sketches in the form of dots, lines, and planes using carbon pencils or pencils. 
Therefore, in the various practice sections of the sketching course covering different 
themes such as daily necessities, landscapes, characters, and animals, teachers can 
design many creative sketching training methods. For example, when drawing 
character sketches, students are asked to open their phones and find various emoji 
pictures in WeChat. The teacher then explains these familiar emoji pictures from the 
perspective of the concept of sketching and redraws their features directly onto the 
facial expressions of the characters designed by the students on the blackboard. In 
this way, students find the sketches very familiar and creative, and they also feel 
that the application of sketching is right in front of them. In the character head 
portrait course, the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, etc. can be combined on the blackboard to 
draw interesting sketching character head portraits, which allows students to 
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experience the charm of the teaching method of combining text and graphics in 
sketching, while also improving their practical skills. Some after-class homework of 
drawing sketches on the blackboard can also be arranged to further enhance their 
practical abilities.  

4.5. Designing creative practical training methods for the simple 
sketching course to enhance the aesthetic level of teacher candidates  

Even if a person has received a good education, if they have not received art 
education, they will still have difficulty developing a high level of aesthetic ability. 
This is because their visual attitude may still be merely practical, focusing only on 
the function of things, and they cannot enjoy the aesthetic pleasure brought by 
shapes, colors, light and shadow, as well as the resulting associations and metaphors, 
with an anti-utilitarian attitude. Targeted and effective art education can change 
people's visual attitudes, allowing them to obtain aesthetic enjoyment with a pure 
and anti-utilitarian perspective. [4] Therefore, it is necessary for teacher candidates 
to understand the minimalist formal beauty of the points, lines and planes in simple 
sketches, as well as the dynamic beauty of rapid expression. Teachers can use a few 
seconds on the blackboard to explain and draw creative simple sketches such as 
"The Crow Drinking Water" and "Are the Little Turtles Looking for Their Mother?", 
and analyze the composition arrangement, the combination methods of points, lines 
and planes, and the diversity and unity of these paintings. This will help improve the 
aesthetic level of teacher candidates.  

5. Conclusion 

In summary, the course objective of the "Simple Sketching" class for the primary 
education major in universities is to enable teacher candidates to master the skills of 
simple sketching. The practical training in simple sketching is the key part of this 
course. However, during the implementation of the simple sketching course, it was 
found that there were problems such as not integrating with the art foundation of 
the teacher candidates in the practical training. Therefore, this article explores some 
innovative training methods and cases designed to address these issues, and uses 
them to stimulate the enthusiasm of teacher candidates for learning simple 
sketching, improve their practical ability and aesthetic ability. 
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