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From "Minben" to "The People": The Critical
Transformation of Fine Traditional Chinese
Culture and Red Culture
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Abstract

The semantic distance between "Minben" (people as the root) and "the people” signifies the
essence of the relationship between fine traditional Chinese culture and red culture: the two are
neither a natural inheritance nor a complete rupture, but rather a critical transformation
accomplished through the practice of modern national salvation and revolution. Taking
conceptual history as its basic thread, this paper first analyzes the polysemy of propositions such
as Minben, Datong (Great Harmony), and Jingshi (statecraft) in classical texts, as well as their
trajectories of reinterpretation in later generations. It then returns to primary historical
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materials—such as New Youth, Chen Wangdao’s translation of the Communist Manifesto, early
Party journals, base-area newspapers, and mass mobilization records—to examine how red
culture, through political party organization, class mobilization, mass communication, and regime
construction, ultimately transformed the "min" (the people as objects of governance) in the
traditional context into "the people” as an active historical subject. This paper argues that the
deep connection between the two lies not in superficial lexical similarities, but in the practical
reconstruction accomplished within specific historical mechanisms.
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