a eLibrary

Social Sciences and Humanities
ISSN Print: 3104-4328

ISSN Online: 3104-4336

CD ISSN: 3104-4344
https://doi.org/10.63313/SSH.9098

Research on the Innovative Application of Clay
Sculpture Elements in Contemporary Art and
Design from the Perspective of Regional Culture

Yajun Liu

Graduate University of Mongolia, Mongolia Ulaanbaatar 15141, Mongolia

How to cite this paper: Liuy, Y. ]. (2026).
Research on the innovative application of
clay sculpture elements in contemporary
art and design from the perspective of
regional culture. Social Sciences and
Humanities, 4(1), 160-165. ISSN Print:
3104-4328, ISSN Online: 3104-4336.
https://doi.org/10.63313/SSH.9098
Published: 2026-05-30

Copyright © 2026 by author(s) and

Erytis Publishing Limited.

This work is licensed under the Creative
Commons Attribution International
License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/
4.0/

©@@®CCBY 4.0

Abstract

From the perspective of regional culture, this paper explores the innovative
application of clay sculpture elements in contemporary art and design. By
analyzing the shapes, patterns and cultural symbols of clay sculptures and
combining modern creative concepts, formal languages, materials and crafts, this
paper realizes the modern transformation of traditional folk elements. Practical
cases show that clay sculptures retain regional cultural characteristics in product
design, spatial design, public art and other fields, conform to modern aesthetic
standards and functional demands, and provide a feasible approach for the
inheritance and innovation of intangible cultural heritage.
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1. Introduction

Intangible cultural heritage embodies human wisdom and creativity, and carries
distinctive historical memories of all ethnic groups. Each outstanding regional
intangible cultural heritage exists in specific material spaces, which lays a solid
foundation for its inheritance and development. As an important part of folk art, clay
sculpture features plain materials, distinct regional symbols and profound folk
cultural connotations, forming unique modeling language and aesthetic systems
throughout history. It records local lifestyles, folk beliefs and social values, and
reflects cultural interaction between craftsmen and local communities.

Against the backdrop that contemporary art design attaches growing importance to
native culture, material experimentation has become an effective way to integrate
traditional aesthetics into modern life. It enriches modern design language and
injects new vitality into the inheritance of intangible cultural heritage. From the

perspective of regional culture, this paper analyzes the shapes, patterns and cultural
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symbols of clay sculptures, explores their innovative application paths in
contemporary art and design, and aims to revitalize the value of intangible cultural

heritage and realize regional expression in modern design.

2. Regional Symbols and Artistic Characteristics of Clay Sculpture

As a type of intangible cultural heritage, clay sculpture represents unique creativity
of people in different regions and nations. It exists in tangible artworks as well as
intangible behaviors, rituals and customs. Diverse shapes and patterns of clay
sculptures implicitly reflect people's thoughts, emotions, beliefs and values, forming
irreplicable regional and ethnic cultural differences.

Lingnan clay sculpture, represented by works from Guangdong Province, boasts
vivid and delicate shapes with smooth and graceful lines. The figures present gentle
and expressive facial features, while animal images are plump and lovely. Its
patterns mainly adopt regional symbols including flowers, birds, auspicious beasts,
fruits, dragon boats and wok-ear houses. It embodies the open, inclusive, pragmatic
and auspicious cultural temperament of Lingnan area, and integrates folk aesthetic
cultures of Cantonese, Chaoshan and Hakka ethnic groups.

Clay materials and handmade craftsmanship also constitute prominent artistic
features. Clay is highly plastic and presents diverse textures after firing, capable of
creating soft lines, solid volume and stable structures. Clay sculpture creation
stresses handmade experience and social communication. Craftsmen pass down
skills through verbal instruction and practical demonstration, and regard works as
artistic expressions and carriers of local cultural memories. Researches indicate that
the craftsmanship aesthetics and ingenuity contained in clay sculptures satisfy daily
use and social interaction needs, and cultural symbolic values should be maintained
during industrial development. The diversified integration of regional symbols and
artistic characteristics supplies abundant materials for modern design in terms of

modeling, pattern and material, and maintains cultural continuity.

3. Integration and Innovative Application Paths of Clay Sculpture
in Contemporary Art and Design

3.1. Transformation of Creative Concepts

Modern design emphasizes the unity of practical function and emotional expression,
and clay sculptures carry rich cultural and emotional symbols. Designers refine
facial features, postures and cultural symbols of clay sculpture figures to create daily
necessities, public decorations and interactive artworks adapting to modern
lifestyles. Modernized processing of exaggerated expressions and dynamic forms
preserves regional cultural charm while catering to modern aesthetic tastes,
extending emotional connotations of cultural symbols. The modeling language of
folk fine arts needs element refinement and transformation for innovative

expression in materials, forms and concepts in contemporary artistic creation.
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Moreover, the folk and interesting attributes of clay sculptures provide unique
creative inspiration for design. Designed products possess practical functions as
well as profound cultural implications and life perceptions. Integrating traditional
imagery into modern design thinking motivates designers to explore and recreate
local cultural resources. Concept transformation realizes the combination of cultural
symbols and modern design demands, upgrading visual appeal and cultural depth

simultaneously.

3.2. Fusion of Formal Language

Fluid lines, exaggerated volumes and rhythmic patterns of clay sculptures offer rich
resources for formal innovation. In graphic design, three-dimensional modeling and
spatial layout, clay sculpture patterns can be abstracted into decorative elements
applied on product surfaces and interior walls. Exaggerated lines and block shapes
can be adopted in furniture, lamps and public installations to form distinctive
regional styles.

The highly generalized and symbolic formal language allows designers to extract
elements for secondary creation and develop new shapes conforming to modern
aesthetic logic. Its fluidity and rhythm create visual guidance and spatial tension in
interior design, enhancing artistic appeal. Modern deconstruction and
reorganization of clay sculpture modeling endow traditional symbols with new
formal meanings and integrate cultural symbols with contemporary design language.
The combination of clay sculpture art and modern design links tradition with
innovation, culture with fashion, and opens up new development directions for clay
sculpture art.

3.3. Innovative Application of Materials and Crafts

Traditional clay properties can be reconstructed by modern materials and
technologies such as ceramics, resin, concrete and 3D printing. Material innovation
retains original texture and tactility of clay sculptures, and improves practical
performance, durability and large-scale application feasibility. 3D printing
technology is applied to produce large public art installations, reviving traditional
cultural symbols in modern spaces. Composite materials are used for furniture and
daily supplies to balance aesthetic effect and practical performance.

Material innovation promotes the inheritance of traditional handicrafts under
modern production modes and highlights environmental protection and sustainable
development advantages. The combination of digital and mechanical technologies
realizes refined mass production and improves operability and commercial value of
artworks. The integration of materials and crafts endows clay sculpture elements
with modern technological sense and supports the contemporary transformation of

intangible cultural heritage.
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3.4. Situational Presentation of Cultural Symbols

Clay sculpture design shall not be limited to simple decoration, but serve as carriers
of regional cultural narration. Combining clay sculpture shapes with local history,
folk customs and natural landscapes helps interpret profound regional cultural
connotations. Public artworks based on dynamic postures of clay figures build
immersive cultural experience scenes, enabling audiences to perceive regional
beauty visually and emotionally and strengthen the inheritance influence of
intangible cultural heritage.

Situational presentation boosts public participation in cultural experience, arousing
people's recognition of local history, folk customs and regional spirit. Interactive
devices and environmental design reinterprets clay sculpture symbols in modern
life scenarios. In interior soft decoration design, clay ornaments coordinate local
characteristics with modern styles, balance practical functions and spiritual
connotations, and can be applied to decorative ornaments, wall decorations and
display artworks. Situational presentation connects traditional cultural elements
with modern spatial contexts and unifies cultural inheritance and innovative

expression.

4. Case Study and Practical Exploration

4.1. Material Selection and Element Extraction

Designers extract core symbols from traditional Lingnan clay sculptures, including
gentle facial expressions, plump figures, flower-and-bird patterns, auspicious beast
shapes and wok-ear house outlines. These elements are abstracted and simplified
according to functional requirements of modern lamps to form lamp styling
languages. The process extracts cultural genes of clay sculptures including material
symbols and cultural information, and realizes design transformation through
derivation, conversion, refinement and enhancement to increase cultural added
value. Distinctive Lingnan folk visual features are retained while redundant
complicated details are eliminated to clarify cultural orientation. Three-dimensional
clay sculpture features are converted into two-dimensional and three-dimensional
design languages suitable for lamp structures through proportion reconstruction
and shape induction. Elements are adjusted reasonably based on product size and

stress bearing to guarantee design feasibility.

4.2. Formal Innovation and Modeling Design

Smooth curves and vivid artistic charm of Lingnan clay sculptures are adopted to
design lamp outlines and brackets, retaining elegant folk styles of Lingnan region.
Abstract patterns decorate lamp shades, making lamps practical lighting facilities
and cultural artworks suitable for modern home and public spaces. Curved surfaces
replace sharp edges and corners to restore the mild and soft visual effect of clay

sculptures.
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4.3. Application of Materials and Crafts

Traditional clay is replaced by eco-friendly composite materials such as resin,
ceramics and acrylic to create complex shapes. 3D printing and precision mold
technology ensure durability, light transmission and fine texture. Lingnan clay
sculpture elements regain vitality in modern crafts and maintain high cultural
recognition. Resin simulates clay texture while acrylic provides soft uniform light,
jointly optimizing overall use experience.

4.4. Visual Presentation and Experience of Cultural Symbols

Lamps become carriers of Lingnan cultural narration. Shapes and patterns reflect
Cantonese folk customs, local styles and auspicious implications. Users perceive the
charm of intangible cultural heritage in daily use, forming cultural identity and
emotional resonance and promoting modern inheritance and development of
Lingnan clay sculpture. Projected patterns create immersive Lingnan cultural
atmosphere when lamps are lit. Users understand artistic connotations and folk
values through viewing and touching. Daily cultural and creative products bring
intangible cultural heritage out of museums into modern daily life and achieve
sustainable inheritance.

5. Conclusion

The innovative application of clay sculpture elements from the regional cultural
perspective builds communication bridges between intangible cultural heritage and
contemporary life. Refinement and transformation of shapes, patterns and cultural
symbols enable designers to make innovative breakthroughs in creative concepts,
formal languages, materials, crafts and cultural narration, breathing new life into
traditional cultural elements. Practices prove that clay sculptures inject unique
aesthetic values into products, spaces and public art, and provide effective ways for
modern interpretation of regional culture and revitalization of intangible cultural
heritage. With the progress of material technology and design theories, clay
sculpture elements will show greater application potential in contemporary art and
design, expanding development space for traditional cultural inheritance and

innovation.
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