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Abstract

As an ancient traditional Chinese folk culture, it has the artistic characteristics of
thrilling, dangerous, strange, unique and beautiful, and also has unique
performance forms and superb techniques. Since people now know less about the
Tianta Lion Dance, research has been conducted on this issue. With the
development of the Internet and new media era, IP is now a hot emerging field,
and at the same time, IP has also become a carrier of cultural inheritance.
Therefore, through the research and investigation of the Tianta Lion Dance, this
paper reconstructs and integrates the Tianta Lion Dance, selects representative
elements for innovation, and creates a new and distinctive IP image design, using
the performance process as the story creation. It can not only carry forward the
Tianta Lion Dance of national intangible cultural heritage, play a role in the
dissemination and promotion of traditional culture, but also drive the tourism
industry of Xiangfen in Shanxi Province and improve its popularity.
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1. Design Topic Selection

1.1. Research Background

With the passage of time, the application scope of IP has become increasingly
extensive. Based on IP represents an emerging field that evolves in line with
contemporary trends within the digital context, being utilized not only in
commercial sectors but also in cultural, sports, political, and other domains.
Research on IP has consequently flourished, primarily focusing on aspects such as IP
design, marketing, and cultural heritage preservation. Among these, IP has emerged
as a vehicle for cultural inheritance, with its historical and cultural background
becoming a key subject of study. The Tian Ta Lion Dance IP character holds
significant positive implications for preserving and promoting China's culture,
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effectively driving the development of tourism in Xiangfen, Shanxi Province,
enhancing its visibility and cultural value, and serving as an excellent tool for

cultural promotion.

1.2. Status Quo of Domestic Research

With the rise of traditional culture in recent years, lion dance has garnered
increasing attention and finds applications in various emerging industries such as
gaming, film, and cultural and creative derivative products. This serves to promote
the treasures of China's excellent traditional culture and enhance the reputation of
the Xiangfen Tian Tower Lion Dance in Shanxi Province. By visualizing, personifying,
and emotionalizing IP concepts while incorporating cultural depth, traditional
culture can be disseminated and promoted through visual IP representations,
thereby contributing significantly to its preservation and dissemination.

The IP image is widely adopted by the tourism industry as a cultural representation,
serving as its official ambassador. With the continuous evolution of IP culture, it is
essential to capitalize on opportunities to develop the artistic value, performance
uniqueness, and economic potential of the Xiangfen Tian Ta Lion Dance in Shanxi
Province. By highlighting its distinctive local cultural and regional characteristics
and promoting this dance through original IP imagery, we can boost tourism
development in Xiangfen, showcase its unique heritage to the public, and foster
appreciation for this iconic cultural phenomenon.

Driven by new media and the internet, network technology has developed rapidly,
and China is currently in a period of rising IP culture. The report to the 19th
National Congress of the Communist Party of China stated, "Culture is the soul of a
country and a nation. A thriving culture leads to a prosperous nation; a strong
culture strengthens the nation. Without a high degree of cultural confidence and
without cultural prosperity, there can be no great rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation.” This highlights the state's emphasis on cultural development. For instance,
Bing Dwen Dwen, the mascot of the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics, quickly gained
widespread popularity, demonstrating highly representative characteristics of
dissemination—undoubtedly a successful example of China's IP development. This
illustrates that China's IP culture is steadily advancing, with an increasingly diverse
range of IP-based cultural and creative products, including trendy toys, practical
items, decorative goods, etc., offering vast potential for growth. Through digital
platforms, these products can resonate emotionally with audiences and boost
purchasing desire. Over time, [P characters gradually influence people's lives,
providing not only material satisfaction but also confidence in China's traditional
culture.

1.3. Research Content and Methods

1.3.1. Research Contents
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This study conducts an analysis of the artistic style and expressive forms of the
Tianta Lion Dance, examines its future prospects as an intellectual property (IP),
and reviews the current state and development trends of IP image design research
in China. By systematically examining the performers, performance process, visual
characteristics, color schemes, and current development status of the Tianta Lion
Dance, developing it into an IP character can help promote this national intangible
cultural heritage, boost tourism in Xiangfen, Shanxi Province, and foster high-quality
tourism development. To rapidly and effectively attract consumers and
continuously enhance commercial value through an IP character, it is essential to
leverage distinctive features and strengths, define a clear IP identity, and create
diverse cultural and creative products, thereby achieving successful market

expansion for the IP.

1.3.2. Research Technique

This study employed methods such as literature review, survey analysis, and
comparative analysis.

Literature review method: Conduct a search for relevant research findings on the
Tian Ta Lion Dance and consult related books and publications to obtain valid
information. Organize and summarize the collected materials for analysis, and
thoroughly study existing literature to clarify the research direction of the paper.
Research Analysis Method: Using questionnaire surveys, we collected respondents’
knowledge of the Tianta Lion Dance, their preferences regarding the IP character
design, and their interest in cultural and creative products.

Comparative Analysis Method: Review relevant IP character designs, draw
comparisons with outstanding [P works, adopt their strengths while discarding

shortcomings, and continuously refine and innovate.

1.4. Research Objectives and Significance

Currently, the lion dance that attracts more attention is the awakened lion dance,
while our Northern Lion Dance rarely appears in the public eye. As a national
intangible cultural heritage, the Tianta Lion Dance possesses unique charm. By
creating an IP image for the Xiangfen Tianta Lion Dance in Shanxi Province, we can
enhance its recognizability, thereby helping people understand its performance
style and artistic characteristics. This approach offers significant promotional power,
influence, and commercial value for the Tianta Lion Dance. By integrating original IP
elements with traditional and modern cultural components to develop diversified
cultural and creative products, we can showcase the allure of China's traditional
culture, attract a broader audience, and ultimately boost the visibility of the Tianta
Lion Dance, contributing to the economic benefits of tourism in Xiangfen, Shanxi.
Given the nation's emphasis on intangible cultural heritage, this project holds

immense significance for both the preservation of traditional culture and the
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development of tourism in Xiangfen, Shanxi.

2. An Overview of the Relationship Between Tian Ta Lion Dance
and IP Character Design

2.1. Basic Understanding of the Tian Ta Lion Dance

The Tian Ta Lion Dance, also known as "The Lion Ascending the Heavenly Pagoda,"
was originally referred to as "The Lion Climbing the Bench." Its origins date back to
the Sui and Tang dynasties, boasting a history of over a thousand years. It is a
traditional lion dance widely practiced in the Taosi area of Xiangfen County, Shanxi
Province. Integrating elements of folk dance, martial arts, calligraphy, acrobatics,
and sports, its performance props include benches, embroidered balls, lion heads,
lion robes, musical instruments, and costumes. The dance features highly intricate
movements that enhance its visual appeal and embody a distinctive northern
Chinese charm.

The Tian Ta Lion Dance is primarily performed during festivals and lively events,
becoming an indispensable part of daily life in Taosi Village. It incorporates the
element of the Tian Ta Pagoda into traditional lion dance performances: performers
must perform on the tall, standing pagoda, which is constructed from twenty-nine
benches and stands approximately nine meters high. There are no structural
supports between the layers, and performers lack any protective measures during
the performance; strict requirements apply to both the ground surface and the
benches. With its artistic characteristics of excitement, danger, uniqueness,
excellence, and beauty, it showcases distinctive regional features.

Amazement: Within mere seconds, the lion leader ascended to the summit of the
celestial tower, while the performers executed dramatic movements of rising and
falling during the performance, leaving the audience utterly astonished.

The risk: The Sky Tower is constructed from twenty-nine benches without any
auxiliary tools, and no safety measures are implemented during performance. It
requires performers to possess exceptional skills and continuous practical
experience. Witnessing this scene creates a hazardous environment that inevitably
leaves the audience both astonished and apprehensive.

Q: The eyes, ears, tongue, and tail of the lion are all controlled by specialized
mechanisms, eliminating the need for performers to manually move them, resulting
in a highly natural and graceful appearance. During lion dance performances where
banners are displayed, this feature creates a visually delightful experience.

The performance of Ascending the Heavenly Tower and its summit requires a
seamless integration of strength and skill, incorporating elements such as folk dance,
martial arts, calligraphy, acrobatics, and sports, thereby exhibiting distinct
characteristics.

Beauty: At the tower's summit, the performance flows seamlessly with effortless

control and graceful aerial movements, creating a visually stunning spectacle that
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leaves viewers thoroughly delighted.

2.2. The visual characteristics of the Tian Ta Lion Dance

The Tianta Lion Dance consists of three core components: the lion leader, the lion
dancers, and the musical ensemble, all of which are closely interconnected. These
elements form the essential pillars of the dance and collectively convey its profound
cultural significance.

The leading lion performer wears a white top and a red vest, with a black wrist
brace edged in gold around the wrists and a golden belt around the waist; holding a
embroidered ball in each hand, they wear black pants and black cloth shoes. The
embroidered balls are crafted from various colors and fabrics, primarily red, green,
and yellow—uvivid hues that add vibrancy to the performance. Each ball features a
rotatable center equipped with bells that ring during the show, while colorful
ribbons flutter in the air, enhancing the festive atmosphere of the Tian Ta Lion
Dance.

The lion dance performers depict a lion with a visually square-shaped head, large,
round, dark, and glossy eyes, and thick, jet-black eyelashes that give it a strikingly
lively appearance. The lion's face is made of fiberglass, featuring vibrant colors, bold
color combinations, and strong depth. Its fierce mouth opens to reveal two rows of
neatly aligned teeth, conveying great majesty and imposing presence. The movable
ears sway in time with the band's rhythm, capable of rising or falling, and are
exceptionally fluffy and adorable; both the eyes and tail can move flexibly via
mechanical mechanisms. The overall design closely resembles a real lion, with fur
composed of orange-red hues, long and flowing, highly smooth and lustrous.

The band performers consisted of male members wearing white Tang-style shirts
paired with black mandarin jackets, and female members wearing white Tang-style
shirts paired with red mandarin jackets, all wearing blue trousers. During the
performance, the band played a pivotal role; synchronized with the musical
instruments, the lions moved to the rhythm, enhancing the performance's
dynamism and making it particularly breathtaking.

2.3. An Overview of IP Character Design

is the English acronym for Intellectual Property, known in Chinese as intellectual
property. The core of an IP character lies in its symbolism; by exploring the
symbolic meanings it aims to convey, IP character design can be achieved through
stories, characters, culture, and other elements. In IP character design, relevant
principles must be adhered to, such as simplicity, easy recognizability, distinctive
features, and the ability to convey fun and approachability—creating a character
that resonates with people and becomes an idealized visual symbol. In lay terms, an
IP character must possess broad dissemination channels and strong recognizability

to establish a significant influence and reputation. Moreover, in this rapidly evolving
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internet era, many have chosen to integrate IP characters to promote China's
traditional culture, resulting in a vast array of IP characters and related cultural
products. For China's traditional culture, internet platforms have laid the
groundwork for disseminating its finest heritage, while the culture itself leverages
digital capabilities to showcase local cultural characteristics and depth. By
reimagining and integrating the Tian Ta Lion Dance, a unique and innovative IP
character design has been created—one with a long lifecycle and high commercial
value.

2.4. Trends in IP Character Design

Trend 1: The distinctive characteristics of an IP persona. A key element of a strong
IP persona is endowing it with unique personality traits. Personified IPs evoke a
sense of familiarity and distinctiveness, fostering emotional connections with
consumers and conveying core values from a human perspective.

Trend two: The narrative thread of IP characters. An IP character must possess a
unique, memorable, and easily shareable story that resonates with consumers and
bridges the gap between creators and audiences, enabling the character to
transcend its original niche. Characters that achieve this breakthrough while
standing the test of time typically embody positive values and carry substantial
cultural significance. Consequently, many IP characters develop engaging storylines
to enhance their popularity and appeal.

Trend 3: Humorous and entertaining IP characters. I[P character emoticons have
become widely popular, as people no longer merely favor cute images; instead,
these characters are evolving toward being comedic, witty, and engaging. Driven by
new media platforms, young users increasingly prefer using emoticons for
responses, with their humorous and entertaining designs making conversations
more relaxed and interactive.

3. The design practice of the IP character for the Tian Ta Lion
Dance

3.1. The design approach of the Tian Ta Lion Dance in IP creation

Overall, the IP design draws inspiration from the elements of the Tian Ta Lion Dance,
using it as its core prototype. The character is composed of a lion's head and a
Q-style cartoon figure. Its movement design integrates elements of lion dance,
martial arts, calligraphy, acrobatics, and sports, incorporating technical skills into
the motions and cultural significance into the special effects.

In terms of presentation, IP character design encompasses band costumes, martial
arts costumes, lion leader costumes, lion dance costumes, calligraphy costumes, and
dragon dance costumes, all integrated with action choreography to form a narrative
storyline. This storyline is inspired by the performance sequence: it begins with the
band performing musical pieces, followed by martial arts performances
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synchronized with the rhythm. Afterward, the lion leader enters the stage holding
an embroidered ball to guide the lion dancers into action; they then compete for the
ball and ascend the Heavenly Pagoda. Near the conclusion, calligraphy performances
are featured, with the lion leader showcasing his calligraphic skills. Finally, the
dragon and lion dances are performed together, accompanied by continuous
musical accompaniment until the end, providing a perfect finale to this Tian Pagoda
lion dance performance.

Visually, the main perspective view of the IP character design primarily consists of
the lion dancer's head and the lion leader's body—both elements are essential, as
the lion dance performance is conducted under the guidance of the leader. The pants
and shoes featured in the design incorporate innovative elements inspired by
popular footwear among young audiences; the pants are designed with a more
flexible style that adds a sense of freshness. Bright colors are employed with bold
color combinations and high saturation, enhancing the visual impact of the design.
The use of Q-style characters for movement poses better aligns with contemporary
aesthetic preferences, creating a more endearing visual appeal. Each expression and
gesture is meticulously crafted to fit the specific performance context, fostering a
sense of familiarity and bridging the gap between the character and its target
audience.

3.2. The design philosophy behind the Tian Ta Lion Dance in IP
creation

This design initiative aims to raise public awareness of the Tianta Lion Dance and
deepen understanding of its cultural significance and distinctive characteristics. The
IP character was developed by drawing inspiration from live performances,
incorporating the dance's most iconic elements into the movement design. The
overall concept aligns with contemporary trends, featuring an appealing visual style
that embodies the passionate, lively, and courageous essence of the Tianta Lion
Dance performance. Targeted primarily at Gen Z and Millennials—young
professionals and students with stable incomes who readily embrace new
experiences and prefer cost-effective cultural products—the design emphasizes
practicality, affordability, and high quality to attract this audience. This approach
will enhance the brand recognition, popularity, and appeal of the Tianta Lion Dance
IP.

3.3. Innovative elements of the Tian Ta Lion Dance in IP creation

The IP character design must be creative, incorporating original elements with
contemporary adaptations. It revolves around three themes—basketball,
skateboarding, and music—corresponding to three settings: a basketball court, a
park, and a stage. Additionally, an emoticon collection was developed for the Tianta

Lion Dance IP character, making it an essential part of young people's daily lives.
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Such designs draw inspiration from real-life contexts, bridging the gap between the
brand and its audience while integrating Tianta Lion Dance into everyday life.

4. Application of IP Character Design for the Tian Ta Lion Dance
4.1. Practical Design

Cushions are among the most common household items, offering greater practicality
than other decorative objects and making them indispensable. Soft, comfortable
cushions provide a sense of warmth and comfort while delivering an immediate
sensory experience to users.

Phone cases are highly popular among young consumers, serving not only to protect
smartphones but also to enhance their appearance. They offer practical functionality
while showcasing individuality, promote the Tian Ta Lion Dance brand identity, and
deliver a more enjoyable user experience.

The canvas bag has become a symbol of trendy individuality for today's youth. With
white as its base color, it exudes cleanliness and visual consistency, featuring memes
as the primary design element to enhance product freshness and better align with
young consumers' preferences.

4.2. Decorative Design

Emblems have gradually become a popular trend, serving diverse purposes tailored
to individual needs. Compact and portable, they can be attached to backpacks or
clothing to enhance aesthetic appeal while effectively promoting cultural identity.
The display stand is designed around nine action-oriented IP characters and serves
as an exhibition tool suitable for placement on work desks or decorative cabinets.
Made of transparent acrylic, it allows visitors to clearly see the nine distinct IP
figures in various poses.

The sticker features twelve custom-designed emojis, avoiding any stiffness or
monotony while highlighting the IP's lively and playful personality—making it
highly appealing to consumers.

5. Conclusion of Design

In the rapidly evolving era of the internet and new media, IP character design has
been widely adopted in commercial applications, demonstrating significant
commercial potential, influence, and promotional impact. A successful IP character
must possess distinctive personality traits to attract audiences and achieve effective
marketing objectives.

This thesis takes the IP image design and application of the Tian Ta Lion Dance from
Xiangfen, Shanxi as a case study. As one of China's national intangible cultural
heritages, the Tian Ta Lion Dance has been systematically examined through
research on its costumes, performance techniques, props, and music, revealing its

cultural essence and distinctive characteristics. By incorporating innovative
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elements and drawing inspiration from live performances, the dance is presented in
a narrative-rich format, achieving seamless integration with IP design. This results
in a unique IP character that represents the Tian Ta Lion Dance authentically,
challenging prevailing stereotypes.

An IP character can bring more traffic to a region by leveraging it to create a
storyline, thereby enhancing the area's influence and reputation. Additionally, it
enables the production of diverse cultural and creative products for decoration,
attracting broader audiences to pay attention and consume them. Furthermore, it
strengthens efforts to protect and preserve the Tian Ta Lion Dance, promotes
China's traditional culture, improves local living standards, and boosts the tourism
development of Xiangfen, Shanxi Province.

This design also recognizes the importance of China's traditional culture, which is
now widely applied in IP character design. China has gradually reached a pinnacle in
original IP creation, demonstrating growing societal appreciation for its traditional
culture. The path of China's cultural IP industry is steadily advancing. We must
leverage China's cultural strengths to showcase the beauty of Chinese culture to a
broader audience.
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